Lesson Plan One:  Carol Hilliard


Grade Level: 4

Title:  “Back to School”



Time:  Approximately 30 minutes
Objective:  


The following activity will be used to allow students to share what they have experienced during the summer while away from their classmates.  Students will also use the ideas from the discussion as a journal writing prompt.
Standards:

Strand:  Communication 4.1b The student will use effective oral communication skills in a variety of settings; contribute to group discussions across content areas.
Strand:  Writing 4.7c The student will write cohesively for a variety of purposes; use a variety of pre-writing strategies.
Materials:  

Tickets containing a variety of words, pencil, journal
Procedure:

1. Teacher will model the activity by showing students the word tickets and demonstrating how to choose 2-3 words from the pile and then share about those words. 
2. Students will remain at their teacher-assigned seats in groups of 3 to 4.  Each group will be given a “tray” of tickets containing a variety of words.
3. Each student is to choose 4-6 words that reveal something about them like something they enjoy, did over the summer, etc. Allow 2-3 minutes to make choices.

4. Allow students 5-7 minutes to share each word in their small group about why they chose each word. 
5. Students may share one thing they learned about someone else sitting at their small group with the class by raising their hand to be called on by the teacher.
6. One student at each group is chosen to collect all the tickets and put them away.

7. Students get out journals; teacher demonstrates how to put the date at the top and begin writing on the next line down; students should skip lines and write in cursive.  Teacher prompt:  “What is something you would like me to know about you?  It might be something you enjoyed doing over the summer, something you enjoy about school, an interesting fact about you,…”   (Journal entry can be used later for editing practice such as checking for periods and capital letters in each sentence; circling the nouns; underlining verbs, etc.)
Assessment:  
Informal teacher observation

Content Teaching Academy Source:


Julie Slykhuis “Using Tickets in Your Classroom”

John Almarode “Modeling:  You Can’t Be What You Can’t See”
